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Convergence mini gathering 19th, 20th, & 21st March
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The site will be open from 4pm Friday 19
th

March

Those that wish to arrive earlier please reply,
so that a gate key can be arranged for access.
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Poets Cranny
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This poem has been created by plucking words from the list of lost and found items,
which was published in the last Convergence email. The order, spelling, and
capitalisation of words has not been changed; on occasion part words have been used.
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Practical philosophy

Hi to all

Just passing forward information to say that if anyone is interested come along to a completey free!

Practical Philosophy group meeting, run three to four times weekly at 42 Ford Road Opawa. This

includes meditation, and teachings taking from various sources (eg Sanskrit, the Bible, Shakespeare,

Buddhism etc).

The theme is...finding the middle point.

Keywords: --meditation--letting go--discerning mind--enlightenment--consciousness--like

minds-- (and you know the gyst....come along to have a look-see).

The group is based on a philosophy being the 'love of wisdom' (as opposed to academic debate) and

its application to living in the real world 'being in the world, not of the world'.

Feel free to contact Derek or just turn up on a Tuesday at 6:30pm (intro evening) Times: 6:30-8:30 pm

weekly, with a monthly Sunday retreat on the peninsula (there are simply no catches, or monetary

exchange, Derek believes that this does not 'belong' to him and so doesn't accept payment for it).

The links below aren't directly about the Practical Philosophy group, but will give you insight into

Derek if this helps. Or phone me 383 9916 or text, cell below, if you'd like me to share more, or meet

you there.

Kindest Linda

http://www.trademe.co.nz/Browse/Listing.aspx?id=164292182


Quality carpentry

Allan, Josephine and 5yr old Frederik have been part of the Convergence family for 2yrs and
we love it! We also have a carpentry business (Allan is the carpenter. Josephine writes the
ads and Frederik helps out when he can.)
We aspire to building with consciousness which means helping you find the best solutions for
the projects around your home or business; solutions which are effective, efficiently carried
out, ethical, economical, environmentally-friendly and beautiful.
Here is what a current employer (John Allen) says about Allan:
ÒAllan and I have been working together on various landscaping/building projects for a year.
The working environments are often challenging. There areinterruptions, changes of plans
and a large degree of spontaneity in our planning and construction. Allan remains focussed
and adaptable to the changing demands. He is able to interpret my innovative,new designs
using his practical carpentry skills to bring them into reality. He is precise and methodical
and achieves excellence, not only in his work but in his relationships with colleagues and
employers. He is trustworthy and responsible and I am happy to recommend him.Ó (JohnPh.
328 8977).
If you are looking for someone who will work to enhance the atmosphere of your home
physically and energetically, phone and have a chat with Allan: 388 1328 or 0275 21 21 21.

Spiritual awareness group
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Insight/ Vipassana meditation retreat
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Angel turns suicide bomber

Angel turns suicide bomber!

An angel, trapped on earth, has resorted to terrorist activities in order to return to her
natural state of loving bliss. The angel, known to the public only as ÒAngel,Ó has
made an internet broadcast claiming that Òwe are all entitled to be loved
unconditionally for who we really areÓ and that she will be Òdoing all of humanity a
favourÓ if she carries out her explosive plans.

Angel is a funny and touching contemporary clowntheatre show. Created by the
most talented of Christchurch's independent circus, theatre and music
artists, Angel takes an irreverent and playful look at modern spiritual alternatives.

Angel tells the story of an angel fallen to earth and longing to return to heaven. A
sweetness pervades the piece as the angel discovers and pursues earthly ways of
achieving enlightenment.

Three uniquely talented women have brought their expertise together in the creation
of Angel: Olli Ricken (circus tutor at Christchurch Polytech) is masterful as the angel,
gifting the audience a depth that her 17 years of experience in clowntheatre and
circus allow her. Lucette Hindin (the clinic) brings to the piece her unique skill and



ten years of professional experience creating cutting edge and beautiful devised
theatre. Arielle Atman, intuitive pianist, has created music for Angel which on its own
would satisfy an audience for an hour. Angel catches these three at the height of
their creative careers. Angel is a funny, thoughtful, and expertly delivered piece of
theatre.

Glistening Arts presents

Angel
Christchurch
The Loons
(16 Canterbury Street, Lyttelton)

18th, 19th, 20th February 2010
8pm
$18, $15 Concessions or groups of 6 or more
bookings at The Loons ph 328 8230

Wellington
Bats Theatre
(1 Kent Tce, Te Aro)
6 March, 9 Ð 13 March 6:30 pm
Preview 6 March 4pm ($12 and $10)
Full $16, Concession $13
Bookings at Bats ph 802 4175

Contact and further info
www.olli.co.nz
Olli Ricken 021 175 3512
Lucette Hindin 021 175 9845



Equine facilitator comes to New Zealand

We are very fortunate to have Australian Equine FacilitatorChris Scott offering
herÒBeyond Freedom TechniqueÓclinics in New Zealand in March this year. Not only is
Chris running the successful SeaHorse Equine Centre near Perth/OZ but she is also teaching
in many European countries, where Equine Facilitated Personal Development has been
popular for many years.

After having read many books and inspiring stories on the subject I feel itÕs about time that
we here in New Zealand can benefit from this kind of horse-assisted experience first hand
and in a practical and supported way.

If you think you might be interested and want to find out more please reply to this email
address or contact Bev and Roger for a first hand testimonialrogerbevseeney@bigpond.com

Please feel free and encouraged to forward this information to anyone who you think could
benefit from ChrisÕ courses Ð and remember: They donÕt have to be riders or ÔhorseyÕ people.

Kind regards and hope to see you there,
Babs

Australian Equine Facilitator Chris Scott

of the SEAHORSE EQUINE CENTRE offersthree

Freedom Beyond Technique

Clinics in Christchurch, New Zealand

Basic workshops: 6
th

ÐÐ 7
th

March 2010

Advanced workshop: By arrangement
About the Facilitator Christine Scott is a pioneer in Equine Assisted Education and

training in Australia. She has developed a unique system which guides people towards a
greater awareness of self, deeper understanding of life, fuller relationships and knowledge
that allows them the possibility of changing their experience of life.

Our Vision Communication plays a key role in our lives, our relationships and in the

workplace. We all have the innate ability to communicate on different levels to get our

message across clearly, but stress, anxiety and our own fears can interfere with this

process.What many donÕt realise is that the greatest teachers who can show us how to tap

mailto:rogerbevseeney@bigpond.com


into our inner wisdom and natural communication skills are creatures that we often take for

granted Ñ horses.Our goal is to give you the opportunity to learn how to communicate with

these wonderful creatures in a connected and respectful manner while learning more about

yourself in the process. You will leave with valuable skills that can be applied to your human

and equine relationships, in your home, at work and in other areas of your life.

What do I experience?Program participants will be involved in a workshop tailored to

the needs of the group where participants interact directly with horses under the supervision

of an experienced equine facilitator. Discussion and contemplation activities are also used to

open new or forgotten pathways.

Why horses?We have found that people experience personal insights through the way

horses respond to them and in turn the way individuals attempt to connect to these creatures.

Horses not only guide us to understand the invisible forces and energies that affect social

interaction, but also teach us to better understand body signals, and to stas present and

focused.

Who benefits from these clinics?Professionals from just about any workplace

including teachers, physio- therapists, social workers, police and hospital staff can all benefit

from our workshop. The workshop will also allow horse owners the opportunity to find out

how to create willing partnerships without denying the horse its true nature.

What skills do we help to develop?No two workshops are ever the same, but

participants will look at areas such as listening, self-awareness, body language, leadership,

personal boundaries, creativity and being present in the moment. The experience can lead to

improved teamwork, greater enjoyment of the workplace and the generation of new positive

ideas. This is made possible in afun learning environment that avoids digging into or

unraveling personal problems or issues from the past.

For horse owners: Become the architect of your own future. Ignite your imagination, tap into

your intuition and design your own equine ÔprogramÕ. Create the bond you dream about. See

yourself as your horse sees you. Identify what no longer works for you and why.



What if I canÕÕt ride or I ÕÕm afraid of horses?Riding is not a key component of our

workshops. The interaction between participants and the horses largely occurs on the ground

in a non-threatening environment. Participants can have as great or as little interaction with

the horses as they wish and still learn important life skills Ñ there is no pressure.

What do I need to bring?All you need to bring is the appropriate attire for an outdoor

activity and asmile. You can also bring your horse or play with ours. WeÕll provide the

facility to conduct the workshops and handouts materials. A list of accommodation in the

area will be available on the SeaHorse website closer to the time.

How much does this all cost?The cost is $350 NZD per person for a two day

workshop or $550 per person for four days. Paddocks are available at a charge of $10 per

night per horse.

What time does the workshop start?Basic Workshop I: Saturday, 6th March 2010

9am-5pm & Sunday, 7th 9am-4pm

Advanced Workshop: By arrangement

Any further enquires either visit our Website athttp://www.seahorsecentre.com.au/wb/pages/

newzealand.phpor contact:

Chris Scott in Australia 0064 897546232email@seahorsecentre.com.au
Babs Theinert-Brown in N.Z. (03) 322 9119babs.bat@gmail.com
Please see overleaf for an outline of a typical day at a workshop. Please also note the times
and activities are flexible given the workshops are tailored to individual group needs.

Biodanza

I had a wonderful time at the Luminate Festival and introduced another 50 or so people to Biodanza!

This has led to me arranging 2 events at Pohara Hall, Golden Bay .

On Wed 17th Feb I will teach a class from 7 -9.30 pm, cost $10.

and Sat 20th Feb I will teach a workshop from 11 -5, cost $60 waged / $50 unwaged.

Again no experience is necessary. It will be an opportunity to connect deeply with yourself and others,

and take that depth with you on into your life.

http://www.seahorsecentre.com.au/wb/pages/sweden-workshop.php
http://www.seahorsecentre.com.au/wb/pages/sweden-workshop.php
mailto:email@seahorsecentre.com.au
mailto:email@seahorsecentre.com.au
mailto:babs.bat@gmail.com
mailto:babs.bat@gmail.com


If you know anyone who may be interested, please forward this e-mail to them. Also, I have attached

a poster to this message. If it feels right, you may be prepared to print it out and display it somewhere.

Biodanza is a great thing to share with others so the more the merrier.

I am also delighted to be a part of The Blooming Sister , A gathering of Women, 3 - 7th March at the

Tui Events Park, Golden Bay. Contact: bloomingsister@gmail.com or Sybille 03 525 7138 if you

would like to know more.

My web site www.biodanza.co.nz is still under construction so I will keep you informed of events by e-

mail. I feel so blessed to have received such wonderful statements of your experience of Biodanza,

from so many of you. I wait eagerly for them to appear on my web site.

Until we dance together again,

Much love,

Diane Sparks

Men's workshop

Empowering the Sensual Masculine

February 26 - 28 - 2010
$175 - 225.00 unwaged - waged sliding scale.
A transformational workshop for Men who want to expand sensitivity in their lives
and relationships

Workshop Leaders : John Allen - Gorden Hamblyn - John Bushell

About the Workshop
This mens residential weekend will consist of structured group sessions framed by
ritual elements.
There will be opportunities for you to:

* practice building and maintaining relationships.
* gain greater strength and confidence in Self.
* increase your ability to open up your creativity.
* develop a deeper sense of how to meet the need of others from your own place

of power
* become more joyful, accepting and fun to be with

The aim of this event is to build confidence in men to express themselves in a
sacred, nurturing and sensual masculine way.

At this empowering workshop the work of the group will be carried out in a variety

mailto:bloomingsister@gmail.com
http://www.biodanza.co.nz/


of ways: including expression through art themes; painting, dancing, singing, and
chanting; exploring symbolism, movement, language and breath.

There will be feasting; both casual and formal; dynamic communing with each-
other and Self; dynamic nurture of each other and Self; there will be morning
exercise/meditation; there will be no sleep in;

Though security, through structure and facilitation, will remain paramount; an
emphasis will be placed on the 'present' energy of the group.

Group Leaders
John Allen is an artist, teacher and healer. He has found an attitude of self-love and
integrity through exploring relationship with family, community and lovers, also with
satisfying work in the world. Opening to the creative flow of life through meditation,
dance, song, yoga, art, connection with the earth and spirituality, along with some
helpful guidance through the crossroads, has brought him to this place of genuine
kindness for his body, now inhabited for 53 years. "I want to experience rest,
stillness and contentment and embrace fuller self responsibility."

Gorden Hamblyn has a 19 year history of involvement in the men's personal growth
movement in Christchurch entailing both participation in, and leadership of, mens
groups; including service positions with both Menstrust and Mensline. He has
extensive professional training in co-facilitation and has trained others in co-
facilitation. A background of over 20 years working in semi and unskilled labour
markets, plus ten years of martial arts training has provided a thorough
understanding of the macho male culture. More recently Gorden has been using his
facilitation skills in the tough working environment of mens prison. "My experience in
the Mens Movement has given me both a broad and a deep understanding of mens
issues and mens responses to their issues".

John Bushell moved to Canterbury partly because of the strong Mens Movement
here. The sudden demise of a 25yr marriage, loss of family and job saw him embark
on the pathway to authentic self some ten years ago. Rituals, retreats and rites of
passage; abstinence and excess; feast and fast (incl 40 day event); John's path is by
nature empirical. He believes a student is often a great teacher; still in touch with the
lesson. Vast experience in massage/energy disciplines, as well as being a trained
listener, enables John to hold space in powerful group dynamics. ÒThe gap between
who I am and the Buddha is balanced by the gap between who I am and who I used
to beÓ

Contact: "Empowering the Sensual Masculine"
Menstrust Christchurch
Christchurch Community House, 141 Hereford Street, Christchurch. 8011
Email: admin@menstrust.org.nz
Phone: (03) 940 9477
Venue: Leigh Lodge - Journey's End Campsite. North Loburn, Rangiora North,
North Canterbury
Cost: $175 - 225.00 unwaged - waged sliding scale.

mailto:admin@menstrust.org.nz


The workshop fee includes food and accommodation. Places on this workshop are
limited to 18 men. Enrolment does not guarantee a place on the workshop.

Tantra healing

Aotearoa Talk & Workshop Tour February 2010

Shamanic Tantra Healing

Baba Dez & ISTA Dakas & Dakinis

Baba Dez Nichols, author of "Sacred Sexual HealingÐÐ the Shaman
Method of Sex Magic"

is touring New Zealand during February. Dez leads Trainings for Daka
and Dakini Healers,

and facilitates Conferences for Sacred Sexual Educators across the USA
and the World.

He is traveling with the International School of Temple Arts Dakas and
Dakinis.

* AUCKLAND Hobson Room, Parnell Community Centre, 545 Parnell
RdTalks6.30-8pmWorkshops8-10.30pm

Mon 8th Generating, Cultivating & Directing the Healthy Masculine in Women
& Men

Tues 9th Empowering the Divine Feminine Energy in Men & Women

* WELLINGTON Pure Wellbeing, Upstairs at 37 Courtenay PlaceEvening
Talk / Day Workshops

Fri 12th Talk: Sex Magic Ð Manifesting Your Deepest Desires8-10pm
Sat 13th Day Workshop: Sacred Sexuality & Relational Mastery10am-6pm
Sun 14th Day Workshop: Building Extraordinary Relationships10am-6pm

* NELSONFairfield House, Trafalgar
StreetTalk 6.30-8pmWorkshop8-10.30pm

Tuesday 16th Living the Bliss of the Healthy Masculine and Divine Feminine

* CHRISTCHURCH Classic Room, Arts Centre, Worcester
StTalks6.30-8pmWorkshops8-10.30pm

Wed 17th The Cutting Edge of Spiritual Sexual Shamanism



Thurs 18th Sex Magic Ð Manifesting Your Deepest Desires

Evening Introductory Talks $20 Talk & Workshop $90 2 Evening Talks &
Workshops $160

Wellington Day Workshops: Each$180 Both $330

Baba Dez: www.sedonatemple.comYogadhara Tantra
Aotearoa: www.videoyogalessons.com

RSVP -Viryam Robertson: yogadhara@mac.com More
information: 021 896 429

Baba Dez, Daka Viryam and Dakinis Natasha and Lana will also be
offering Private Sessions

Baba Dez Tour
Viryam (William) Robertson - Hatha Yoga Teacher, 'Daka', Registered Nurse

YOGADHARA TANTRA AOTEAROA

Yoga Tuition/Sacred Sexual Self-Healing/Kashmiri Shiva-Shakti Massage

34 Windley Street, Porirua, Wellington 5024 NZ

Phone: 021 896 429 or 027 232 6076 or 04 897 0002

viryam@me.com www.videoyogalessons.com

Puala's new art website
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